
1L o ve  Is  N o t R u d e C A F

1 Cor 13:1-7
  If I speak in the tongues of men1

and of angels, but have not love, I
am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal.  And if I have prophetic2

powers, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if
I have all faith, so as to remove
mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing.  If I give away all I have,3

and if I deliver my body to be
burned, but have not love, I gain
nothing.
  Love is patient and kind; love is4

not jealous or boastful;  it is not5

arrogant or rude. Love does not
insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful;  it does not6

rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the
right.  Love bears all things,7

believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things. (RSV) 

Love Is Not Rude

Som e one has sa id , "A n  arm ed  society  is a  po lite  society ."  W hat do  you  th ink
they m eant by that?  W hy are peop le po lite— or no t po lite?

D iscuss w hat the w ords po lite , m anners,
courteous, rude, though tless, and  m eek
m ean .
W hich  o f these w ords re fer to
characteristics you  like to  see in  o thers?   In
yourse lf?

W hen  is it a lrigh t to  be rude?
C onsidering  the w ay peop le actua lly  behave,
w hen  does it seem  to  be a lrigh t to  be rude?

Consider: Titus 3:1 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for any honest work, 2 to
speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show

perfect courtesy toward all men. (RSV) 

W as T itus, an  evangelis t, supposed  to  teach
peop le m anners?   E xp lain  your though ts.

W hat do  good  m anners have to  do  w ith  the
C hristian  m ission  in  th is w orld?

W hat do  good  m anners have to  do  w ith
church  gatherings, B ib le  stud ies, po tlucks,
etc?

H ow  can  w e show  courtesy and  eschew
rude behav io r in  B ib le  stud ies?

W hat are som e th ings that lo ve  "is no t" accord ing  to  1  C or. 13 :4 -5?

D escribe som e th ings that m igh t happen  in  B ib le  stud ies, fe llow sh ip  activ ities,
etc. that w ou ld  seem  rude or inappropriate— and therefo re un loving .

T w o o f the ou tstand ing  character tra its o f B ib lica l heroes, includ ing  Jesus, are
m eekness and  gen tleness.  W hat do  these w ords m ean?

Consider the contrast Paul seems to indicate in the following passages:
1 Cor 4:20-21 For the kingdom of God depends not on talk but on power. What would you prefer?  Am I to come to you
with a stick, or with love in a spirit of gentleness? (NRSV) 
2 Cor 10:1 I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ-- I who am humble when face to face with
you, but bold to you when I am away!-- (RSV) 

W hat w as Pau l's usual approach  to  teach ing  and  fe llow sh ip , and  w hat m igh t be
h is last resort/em ergency app roach?

W hat do  these verses te ll us about our ow n m anners in  teach ing , etc?
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1 Cor 12:22-25
  On the contrary, the parts of the22

body which seem to be weaker are
indispensable,  and those parts of23

the body which we think less
honorable we invest with the
greater honor, and our
unpresentable parts are treated with
greater modesty,  which our more24

presentable parts do not require.
But God has so composed the body,
giving the greater honor to the
inferior part,  that there may be no25

discord in the body, but that the
members may have the same care
for one another. (RSV) 

W hat is P au l re ferring  to  w ith  the illustration  o f body parts as w eaker, less
honorab le, and  unpresen tab le?  T hat is, w hat is the basis o f the illustration , and
w hat is the po in t?
(see 1  C or. 12 :22 -25)

H ow  shou ld  w e app ly th is teach ing  to  each  o ther in  real w orld  situations?

So , how  shou ld  w e fee l about each  o ther?

Pau l re fers to  honor and  m odesty in  these
verses.  W hat do  you  th ink  he 's te lling  us to
do?

O nce again  re la ting  th is to  the idea o f
m anners, w hat are w e be ing  taught about
m anners as C hristians?

Each  o f the fo llow ing  passages encourages
or com m ands C hristians to  deve lope
attribu tes that w ill be re flected  in  good
m anners— gentleness, m eekness, courtesy. 
R ead  and  com m ent on  each  passage, and
w hat it requ ires o f us in  pub lic and  p rivate
circum stances.

G al 5 :22 -23  B ut the fru it o f the Sp irit is
lo ve, joy, peace, patience, k indness,
goodness, fa ith fu lness, gen tleness,
se lf-con tro l; against such  there is no  law . (R SV ) 

G al 6 :1  B rethren , if a  m an is overtaken  in  any trespass, you  w ho  are sp iritua l
shou ld  resto re h im  in  a sp irit o f gen tleness. Look to  yourse lf, lest you  too  be
tem pted . (R SV ) 

Eph  4 :1 -3  I there fo re, a  p risoner fo r the Lord , beg  you  to  lead  a life  w orthy o f
the ca lling  to  w h ich  you  have been  ca lled , w ith  a ll low liness and  m eekness, w ith
patience, fo rbearing  one ano ther in  lo ve, eager to  m ain ta in  the un ity  o f the Sp irit
in  the bond  o f peace . (R SV) 

C o l 3 :12 -13  Put on  then , as G od 's chosen  ones, ho ly  and  be loved , com passion ,
k indness, low liness, m eekness, and  patience, fo rbearing  one ano ther and , if one
has a com p la in t aga inst ano ther, fo rg iv ing  each  o ther; as the Lord  has fo rg iven
you, so  you  a lso  m ust fo rg ive . (R SV ) 

1  T im  6 :11  B ut as fo r you , m an  o f G od , shun  all th is; a im  at righ teousness,
god liness, fa ith , lo ve , stead fastness, gen tleness. (R SV ) 

2  T im  2 :24 -25  A nd  the Lord 's servan t m ust no t be quarre lsom e but k ind ly  to
every one, an  ap t teacher, fo rbearing , co rrecting  h is opponen ts w ith  gen tleness.
G od  m ay perhaps g ran t that they w ill repen t and  com e to  know  the truth , (R SV ) 
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